Dacca East Pakistan
June 25 1961

Dr. Joseph E. Smadel, M.D.
Chairman NIH Cholera ﬁtvisory Cormittee c »y(;

National Institutes of Health /

Bethesda 14 Maryland

Some ten months ag0 we had a'luncheon discussion
of my possible assoclation with the Cholera Research Project; I regret that dis-
tance makes a luncheon discussionof rmy coming disassociation from this project
impossible. Circumstances just presentation of the following for your consid-
erations

Dear Joe:

We have decided (and I say we because such decisions are family decisions)
not to spend another spring in Dacca. This a tically would 1'mit my association
with the cholera work to February or March 1960) ‘. )
I find nmyself sustaining the position first outlin my report to you
from Karachi on March 1415, notwithsbanding
a) the contrary report and recormmend-
ations of the Chlef of the Office of International Research of the NIH;
b) your whole hearted acceptance of
the report and recommendations of the Chief of the OIRs
\ ¢) the decision of the Director of the
NIH, and your acceptance of that decision, to reject the develomment of an internat-
ional agency of the INCAP type, which I have been actively promoting with the Woverne
. ment of Pakistan and the USOM/P since early March.
I find it imposcible, after declaring to all and sundry since December that
the Cholera Research Project was destined to become a multilateral rather than a
bilateral project, to advocate with a clear consclence, a straight unilateral pro-
ject, as the Pakistan SEATO Cholera Research Laborabory W‘O\lld becomne under the
modifications to my draft proposal of May 10th made by tne STATE/ICA/NIH group.

I have comitments in Detroit for the APHA maetlng. From Hovember 12 to
17; my present appointment ter:inates November 15th.

The siltuation herelns been such that I hawe not become involved at any
point with the cholera problem; my travel orders prov:l.cl.‘mb for visits to other
countries in the area, will expire this week with no use of MMoutside of Pakistan.

This note is not a complaint and 1s not an: at tempt to mcke the situation
difficult but rather to give you a free hand to solve your problems knowing that
I am expendable. If you decide on my early replacement, I shall be agreeable. If
you decide to make Joe Stockard the Director, which I would recomsend, wnless you
have some outstanding candidate, it may be useful for me to continue until October
and get away early enough to take amual leave wibhin the period of rmy appointment.

Please consider this as a personal commnication, on the basis of which
you may indicate to me your desires.

As ever,

Fred L. Soper, IM.D.



